VIII

SO far in our discussions we have been
considering the work of the government
in the promotion of social welfare. It will be
worth while in conclusion to consider briefly
the situation of the individual citizen. Usually
the citizen who, it is to be feared, is sometimes
the "forgotten man" in our public life, is not
looked upon as a part of the government.
Yet there can be little doubt that the promo-
tion of the public welfare rests upon private
citizens almost, if not quite, as much as upon
any official. And there is no reason why, in any
democratic government, we may not look to
the private citizen to take an active interest in
public affairs. The opportunities of directly
affecting the acts of the government are so
many and so great that if he is a man of any
strength of personality, he ought to feel his
responsibility and be ready to take an active
part in politics and in social betterment.